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AXIS OF EVIL MAPPING NEWSLETTER #3 OF 2023 – early March   

INTRODUCTION  

 As the world enters its third month of 2023, sales of maps, at least from our outlet, show encouraging signs 
of improvement. In addition to our own product line, ITMB also markets Bikeline, Borch, Freytag Berndt, Gizi, GMJ, 
Hema, IGN, Marco Polo, Michelin, National Geographic, Nelles, Ordnance Survey, Streetsmart, and Touring Club 
Italiano lines, so our coverage is comprehensive. Sales to date indicate that 2023 should top out much better than 
for any of the previous three years. ITMB is well-positioned to supply you with the most comprehensive range of 
titles from any single source for North American customers and of the broadest range of any publisher for 
international titles. The travel industry seems to be recovering, but unevenly, with strong interest in European and 
North American destinations and moderate interest in parts of Africa, the Middle East (Israel is selling very well), 
and the South Pacific. Weak destinations continue to be China, India, Indonesia, and Russia, unfortunately.   

NEW TITLES 

 As interest in travel recovers, ITMB sees inventory depleting more rapidly than at any time since 2019. We 
entered the era of Covid restrictions with ample inventory that enabled us to maintain satisfactory inventory levels 
throughout the Covid pandemic, but now Lan and her staff are spending most working hours on creating newly 
updated editions of popular areas that are getting uncomfortably close to depletion. As a result, the next several 
months will be showing a fair number of familiar titles being noted as Work in Progress and arriving as newly 
updated versions. Notwithstanding the above, March continues the trend we have seen for several months towards 
introducing brand new titles, several of which have never been published by anyone up until now. In the Vancouver 
area, we are pleased to introduce the first-ever map of Burnaby and New Westminster, combined with our map of 
the City of Vancouver. In Europe, our new map of Kosovo is now available. Also in Europe, we are pleased to re-
introduce our own map of Madrid, combining it with a much-needed map of Castile/La Mancha region.  For the 
USA, we introduce a new and unusual map, called Mississippi River, which is essentially a map of central USA, or 
if you prefer, of the Louisiana Purchase. Finally, for Canada, we are introducing Northern British Columbia to 
complement our earlier map on the southern half of the province. These new titles are all described in detail under 
New Releases, below. 

UNPRECEDENTED! 

 We are over-using certain words in an attempt to portray dramatic activities in today’s world. Our changing 
climate is creating more extreme fluctuations, creating more extreme tornadoes, rapid changes in temperature, 
extreme wind storms, and rainfalls that are increasingly severe. The recent earthquake in Turkey/Syria is an 
example. We tend to lump such phenomena into catch-phrases, such as once-in-a-lifetime, or never-before-since-
records-began, which merely reflect the short-term memory ability of the sayer. One of the most over-worked words 
that I notice being repeatedly used on news broadcasts is the word ‘unprecedented’, as in never having been seen 
before. I’ll give an example. A noteworthy liar named George Santos was recently elected to the US house of 
Representatives. Why nobody checked his tall tales during the election process is a story in itself, but the media 
has frequently described this sorry example of humanity as being ‘unprecedented’. No, he’s not! We have one 
Donald J Trump to call unprecedented, but sad-sack George is only one of many to follow in his footsteps. 
Recently, eastern Canada and eastern USA suffered through a blast of frigid Arctic air and recorded many lowest-
temperatures-on-record claims and fervent declarations that wind chill factors created unprecedented low 
temperatures. I guess that the last ice age doesn’t count. Another tendency that I’ve noticed is the way talk show 
hosts word questions to those being interviewed. Invariably, the person responding starts with ‘Absolutely!’ 
Whatever happened to just saying, ‘Yes, I agree” or even better, “No, I think that this is a nonsensical supposition 
you’re making!’ The English language is one of the richest in the world. Too bad so many native speakers have 
such a poor grasp of its many nuances. 
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AREAS OF TRAVEL INTEREST AS OF RIGHT NOW 

 As a map publisher, ITMB sees trends developing before most of us are aware of changes, thanks to our 
world-wide marketing. Maps always sell seasonally. Mexico is more popular in North America’s winter season than 
during the summer months, ditto Tunisia or the Canaries for Europeans being more popular in winter. So, what’s 
‘hot’ as of March? Individuals start planning trips months in advance of actual travel, booking air travel to take 
advantage of lower fares that are paid for well in advance of departure dates, and order maps of predetermined 
destinations months ahead of anticipated travel. Although I have turned over the day-to-day running of ITMB to Linh 
and Phuong, I still love to play store and talk with customers about their travel plans. It never ceases to amaze me 
how often they are buying maps to study destinations many months in advance of when they plan to make a trip. 

 Also, certain destinations seem to be much more popular than others. For North Americans, Iceland and 
Scotland seem to be more popular than England, France, or Germany. Costa Rica has regained its traditional 
position of being the Number 1 destination in Central America, as is Colombia in South America. Sales of maps of 
Japan are growing rapidly as travel entry restrictions ease in that country, ditto for Vietnam. Israel, Egypt, and 
Jordan - all seem to be popular planned destinations right now, and Tahiti in the South Pacific is selling well. Lan 
will be in northern Laos in March, and both of us in Georgia/Armenia in May, to we’re doing our bit! 

A TRIP TO CHAWTON 

 This month’s exploration jaunt is to Chawton, Hampshire, a tiny village northeast of Winchester and 
somewhat south of Basingstoke, or if you prefer, southwest of London, just off the A31 highway. Jane Austen lived 
here from 1809 until shortly before her death in 1817and wrote her most famous novels here. The house that she 
and her sister, Cassandra, lived in with their mother was considered at the time to be a ‘cottage’, although it was a 
fairly substantial brick building, and the Austens lived in relative poverty, helped by their relatives who lived in the 
nearby Big House, now called Chawton Manor. Austen’s works, which are now regarded as being great classics, 
were slow to gain widespread popularity, and of course she suffered by being a female author in an era that did not 
see women as anything more than chattels. Austen is now recognized as being one of the truly great authors of 
modern English literature, having written Pride and Prejudice, Emma, and Sense and Sensibility, among others. 
However, her works were at risk of disappearing, as they were kept in the manor house and were largely forgotten 
by the descendants of her relatives. In 1940, a local lady noticed that someone had placed in the trash an object 
known to have been used by Jane Austen and determined to protect and preserve as much as she could of 
Austen’s legacy before it all disappeared, forming the Jane Austen Society. Of course, the problem was that World 
War 2 was waging and Hitler had just successfully defeated France and Belgium. Britons were understandably 
more concerned with saving men trapped in Dunkirk than in saving a cottage. Regardless, Dorothy Darnell found 
many fans willing to join the Jane Austen Society and worked tirelessly to preserve Austen’s legacy. Following the 
war, a benefactor purchased the cottage in 1949 and endowed it to the nation in remembrance of his son, who had 
died during the war. Thanks to gifts and society memberships, the cottage has been gradually restored to its former 
appearance and is a now museum dedicated to Jane Austen. Austen herself suffered from ill health and spent the 
last two months of her short life (she was only 41 when she died) in hospital in Winchester. She is buried in 
Winchester Cathedral, which is a marvel everyone should visit in any case, but her mother and sister are buried in 
the cemetery of the local parish church in Chawton. We travel for enjoyment, but also to enrich ourselves by visiting 
great sites. Tiny Chawton is one such treasure, so add it to your bucket list of places to see before you die! 

HISTORY IN THE MAKING 

 It is not often that the world experiences a historic event occurring, one that changes the course of our 
expectations of what constitutes normalcy. Two such occurrences happened in close proximity to each other in late 
February. First, President Biden visited Kyiv and met with senior Ukrainian leaders and made a moving speech 
pledging American support against Russia’s aggression. This occurred on a pivotable day for Ukrainians because 
February 20th 2016 was the day that the Russian puppet leader of Ukraine was ordered by Putin to put down 
protests by any means and ordered troops to open fire on unarmed Ukrainians, killing 108. The Ukrainians rose in 
revolt and this ignoble leader fled to Moscow the following day. Russia, shortly thereafter, invaded Crimea. 
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The second event was a speech by Biden in Warsaw on the 21st before a large gathering shortly after Putin 
had made an hour-long tirade blaming the ‘West’ for everything going wrong inside Russia. Biden used the 
occasion to make a call to arms for all free societies to join America to ensure Russia’s defeat, rallying NATO 
members to stand firm against Russian autocracy. Tellingly, the recently deposed President of Moldova was 
present and was singled out by Biden for praise. These were two amazing occasions in modern history that bring 
memories of Roosevelt and Churchill using persuasion to convince their reluctant nations to stand firm in the face 
of Hitler’s aggression in 1940 against much of Europe. Unlike dictatorships, citizens in a democracy must be 
convinced that an arduous task needs to be supported, even if it means diverting resources needed at home. This 
is what is happening now. History is being made. 

IN CONCLUSION, A BIT OF HISTORY MOST AMERICANS ARE UNAWARE OF 

 The American civil war of 1861-1865 was a terrible time for everyone. During the war, a few women, all 
white, disguised themselves as men and fought on the Union (or Northern) side. While we now like to think that the 
civil war was about slavery, it would be more accurate to say that animosity towards blacks was such that ending 
slavery while continuing to denigrate and oppress those of African decent would be more accurate. The northern 
Union side armed large numbers of black men into the ‘blue’ army and these men fought bravely and were a credit 
to the northern side in defeating the southern ‘grey’ armies. One woman, Cathy Williams, was freed from slavery by 
General Sheridan as ‘contraband’ when he over-ran her owner’s plantation. She was then forced to work as a 
cook’s helper for the rest of the war without pay, although technically freed by the Emancipation Declaration, she 
was essentially still a captive, only of the north.  

At the end of the war, the US government needed soldiers to subdue what was perceived of as savages in 
the far west, specifically, modern-day Texas, Colorado and New Mexico and recruited black Americans to join the 
army and subdue the west. Cathy Williams disguised herself as a man, reversing her name to William Cathey, and 
joined J Company. She survived without anyone knowing she was a female for two years as a combat soldier and 
was the first black woman to serve in the US military (1866-1868). She was also a sharpshooter and received her 
marksman’s medal from General Sheridan, who recognized her, but said nothing. His only concession was to hand 
her the medal instead of pinning it on her chest. Eventually, she was discovered and drummed out of the military. 
After all, this was a time period when women were forbidden many rights, including the right to serve in the military, 
let alone in combat. 150 years after her enlistment, the USA finally authorized women to serve in combat roles in 
the military. Each modern woman now serving in any branch of the American military owes a debt of gratitude to 
Cathy Williams, who proudly served as a Buffalo Soldier in the US Army – the first black woman to enlist and serve. 

WORK IN PROGRESS - all sellers/librarians please note 

 ITMB, as of early March, 2023, has ample inventory of almost all of the titles traditionally carried as part of 
our publishing line. We ask for your understanding if a particular title happens to be unavailable in the short term.  

Brussels, Belgium – We have started developing a new map of what is both the capital of a country and the seat 
of governance of the European Union. It is a historic and interesting city in its own right. No ETA. 

Cairo/Nile Delta is out of stock at the moment. An updated version is underway and expected this summer. In the 
meantime, please order ITMB’s Egypt/Cairo map. 

France Riviera/Mediterranean Coast – The south of France is very popular touristically, but it is traditionally 
divided into two parts – western Languedoc and eastern Provence (or Riviera). The distances involved are not 
great, so we are developing a double-sided map to show the entire coastal area. The line work has been 
completed, but the final touches will probably take another few months. No ETA. 

Ghent (in Belgium) – There is apparently a gap in the marketplace and no map of the city is currently available.  
Does this mean that Lan is adding Ghent to her long list of titles to do? Maybe. I’ll probably be the last to know, as 
usual. 

Greek Islands Cruising Map – The islands of the eastern Mediterranean are prime cruise ship ports of call. This 
will also provide a base for us for even more detailed mapping of individual islands in the future. No ETA. 
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Halifax – I know that Lan is working on a brand-new map of the city of Halifax, in Nova Scotia, but I haven’t seen 
the artwork yet, so it is in progress, but not ready. 

Mallorca/Menorca/Ibiza – The Balearic Islands of the western Mediterranean are extremely developed for tourism, 
but also retain the charm that has made them popular since Roman times. No ETA. 

Monaco – Yes, Lan is working on a map of tiny Monaco. We were there last December, and she obviously thought 
that a map would be a good idea. I haven’t seen it yet, but I will, probably shortly before it goes to the printer. 

Pacific Crest Trail Hiking Map – The west coast of North America has a marvelous long-distance hiking trail that 
is relatively unknown except to hikers. It would be more than most could want as a whole, but sections are easily 
available if one has a map; hence, this map. No ETA. 

Rhine River Cruising/Driving Map-The Rhine is one of the iconic rivers of Europe, with its many castles and 
attractive ports of call. At the moment, I do not know the parameters of the area being mapped, but it is an 
interesting title for development. Stay tuned! 

Russia – Despite the war, travel to Russia is still possible, albeit not as conveniently as prior to their invasion of 
Ukraine and the resultant sanctions. Regardless, in the long term, the world needs a map covering central/western 
Russia in detail, with a focus on the Golden Ring Heritage cities close to Moscow. The map will arrive during 
March. 

Vienna is currently out of print. A new version is at press and expected in April. 

NEW RELEASES, MARCH, 2023 

Burnaby and Vancouver Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 ISBN 9781771298766 UPC 817712987662 
$11.95cdn/us E/GBP 9.95 – The Greater Vancouver area is composed of 23 municipalities spread over an 
enormous amount of geography. ITMB has mapped in the past the City of Vancouver and some of the surrounding 
cities. This month, we release Burnaby, the city immediately adjacent to Vancouver City, and New Westminster, 
which is adjacent to Burnaby. Both are colourful historic entities, particularly New West, which was the original 
capital of the Colony of British Columbia prior to 1850. A large portion of a more-outlying city, Coquitlam is also on 
this map, including the terminus of the first and only transcontinental railway line in North America. Burnaby hosts 
Simon Fraser University, the only such institution that I know of to be located on top of a mountain. The second 
side of the sheet repeats our famous map of the City of Vancouver, joining it to its closest neighbours on the north 
shore of the massive Fraser River. AVAILABLE 

Kosovo and the Western Balkans Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023ISBN 9781771295819 UPC 
817712958198 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Kosovo is the country that shouldn’t exist, but does. When Yugoslavia 
fells to pieces after Tito died, Kosovo was lumped in with Serbia but was very unhappy with being a part of an 
Eastern Orthodox regime. It broke away, resulting in genocidal fighting until the Americans stepped in and stopped 
the fighting. The region was then placed under a European Union control in the faint hope that it would merge with 
Albania, or Montenegro, but it didn’t. Relations with Serbia are still quite strained, but Kosovo is still surviving as a 
mountainous Balkan state. Fought over for centuries by Turks and Serbs, Kosovo is emerging as a small but 
touristic European country. This is definitely an off-the-beaten-path travel destination! The second side of the sheet 
provides an excellent regional coverage for the Western Balkans, essentially Slovenia, Croatia, Montenegro, 
Serbia, and reasonably large tracks of land for Hungary, Albania, and North Macedonia, showing the growing 
number of wilderness parks being created. AVAILABLE 

Madrid & Castile/La Mancha Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2023 on waterproof stone paper ISBN 
9781771294843 UPC 817712948434 $12.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – ITMB is pleased to introduce this new map, 
using our own artwork, for Madrid, covering essentially all the area within the circular ring road motorway. All the 
streets are named and included in a place names index. Parks, touristic attractions, hotels, shopping areas, 
churches, mosques, restaurants, pubs, transit lines – it’s all there. Coverage is from the railway station in the south 
to the university in the north and from the Parque del Oeste in the west to the bull fighting ring in the east. The 
reverse side is a detailed regional map for the Castilla La Mancha province to the south of Madrid, with Toledo, 
Albacete, Murcia, and Cordoba. All roads and parks are shown, as well as major touristic attractions. AVAILABLE 
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Mississippi River Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 ISBN9781771294836 UPC 817712948366 $11.95cdn/us 
E/GBP9.95 – This is the third River map that we have published (the Amazon and Nile having been in print for 
several years). Old Miss’ is one of America’s paramount features. Starting from its delta in New Orleans, side one 
covers the states of Louisiana, Mississippi, and Arkansas as it passes Memphis and St. Louis, where it intersects 
with Route 66. The second side continues north through Illinois, Iowa, Wisconsin, and Minnesota to Minneapolis to 
its origins near Grand Rapids. This is essentially the area passed over to the Americans by Napoleon Bonaparte in 
exchange for money he desperately needed to carry on his wars to dominate Europe. The Louisiana Purchase 
tripled the size of the United States in 1803 and ended the strife that had bedevilled British North American realities 
from the 1740s. As a result, this map represents the true heartland of America, replete with history and the 
American dream. Coverage is from the Canadian border to the Gulf of Mexico and from Chicago west to Kansas 
City. A list of Top Attractions is included. AVAILABLE 

Northern British Columbia Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 ISBN 9781771294157 UPC 817712941572 
$12.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 – British Columbia is big! Gargantuan huge, in fact, although it is lightly populated. ITMB 
published a map of the more densely populated southern half of the province a number of years ago, and we have 
been asked to give the same emphasis to the northern half ever since. Here it is! Side 1 is of the western portion, 
including the Alaskan Panhandle, with the route followed by cruise ships heading north and clearly delineates the 
border between Canada and the USA that nearly erupted into warfare (54 40 or fight). It also shows the Stewart 
Highway heading north towards the Yukon, with its branch leading to Hyder, Alaska, the only place in the USA that 
uses Canadian money and does all its banking in Canada. The second side covers the eastern half of BC’s north, 
with the Alaska Highway starting in Dawson Creek and extending north to Fort Nelson before veering west into the 
eastern edge of the Rocky Mountains to the Yukon border. This is true wilderness country. It is virtually 
unpopulated outside of small towns. One can drive for hours and never see another vehicle. It rings with images 
such as the Chilcoot Trail to the goldfields, or the arduous wartime track created as a land bridge to defend Alaska 
in case of invasion. It would take a full day to drive from the south to the north of this map. This is a ‘must have’ 
map for any store considering itself a focal point for adventure travel. AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES FEBRUARY, 2023 

Caribbean Cruising Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:2,400,000 ISBN 9781771291798 UPC 817712917980 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – The Caribbean Sea is one of the most popular cruising destinations in the world. This 
colourful double-sided map starts just north of Orlando/Tampa in order to show the northernmost Bahamian islands 
and south as far as the Panama Canal at Colon and the coast of Venezuela. The map shows good detail for each 
island and the legal boundaries of each island nation. Side 1 concentrates on the western Caribbean, essentially 
the Bahamas, Cuba, Jamaica, and the Cayman Islands. Here’s a fun fact most of you won’t know - tiny Navassa 
Island between Haiti and Jamaica is claimed by both the USA and Haiti! Side 2 concentrates on the eastern islands 
of the Caribbean, such as Hispaniola (Haiti and the Dominican Republic), Puerto Rico and the US and British Virgin 
Islands, Turks & Caicos, and the Lesser Antilles chain of island countries, such as Antigua, Guadeloupe, Barbados, 
and Trinidad/Tobago, among others. Coverage then extends westward along the Venezuelan coastline to include 
the Dutch possessions of Aruba, Bonaire, and Curacao. Interestingly, there is a small island called Isla Mona west 
of Puerto Rico on the map that I have never heard of.  There are also two Bonaire islands. This is a very interesting 
map! The most popular cruise line routes are shown; most start either from Puerto Rico or from southern Florida. 
The map also includes a Top Attractions list, and dozens of local points of interest related to each island. 
AVAILABLE 
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Ireland Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 on waterproof paper 1:350,000 ISBN 9781771293693 UPC 
817712936936 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – As technology improves, we are able to produce more detailed maps 
than was previously possible. Such is the case with Ireland, a part of the world consisting of two countries divided 
by religion and history. Preparing a map of Ireland as a double-sided map means cutting the island into two 
geographic portions. Side 1 covers the northern half. This includes the portion known as Northern Ireland, or Ulster, 
and a fair portion of the Republic of Ireland, or Eire; essentially everything north of Dublin and west to Counties 
Mayo and Galway. Side 2 covers the southern half of the island from just north of Dublin to the outer tips of County 
Kerry. It also includes a nice inset map of central Dublin. Naturally, all motorways and roads are included, as are 
touristic attractions, camping/caravan sites, ferry terminals, and Top Attractions. This is a very detailed travel map 
of the island, printed on waterproof paper for durability. We had great fun driving around Ireland researching this 
map. It is a very popular travel destination; easy to reach and lovely to see. AVAILABLE 

Liechtenstein/Eastern Austria Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:26,000/1:380,000 ISBN 9781771294454 
UPC 817712944542 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Europe is dotted with mini-states that exist solely for historic 
reasons but are fiercely independent. Liechtenstein, surrounded by Switzerland on its west and south and Austria 
on its other borders, is such a state. It is larger and more diverse than many imagine and is quite a popular ski 
resort region. Side 1 is a detailed map of the principality, framed on the west by the Rhine River and a bit of 
Switzerland and on the east by Austria. Most development occurs in the Rhine Valley in a north-south direction, 
dominated by the capital city of Vaduz. There are five access points from Switzerland across the Rhine, one from 
the south, and two from Austria in the north. The ski haven of Malbun is prominently shown, and the scale of the 
map is detailed enough to name every major street. This also enabled us the opportunity to include schools, 
shopping areas, post offices, and churches, as well as a wide range of eating establishments. Walking/hiking trails 
have also been included. This is the only map of Liechtenstein ever produced by a cartographic firm, and joins 
Andorra, Luxembourg, and Monaco as a valued part of ITMB’s coverage of Europe. Side 2 concentrates on eastern 
Austria and southern Germany from Lake Boden (Bodensee) to Linz and from the Italian border north to Passau, in 
Germany. It is both a road/rail map and a physical relief map of this portion of the Alps. It includes its own Top 
Attractions list. Border crossings are shown merely as a formality, except for Switzerland. This would be an 
excellent map to use to explore the mountains south of Innsbruck or to discover small villages in the Tirol. 
AVAILABLE 

Lithuania/Latvia Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:500,000 ISBN 9781771294430 UPC 817712944306 
$14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – ITMB is very pleased to release its first-ever map of the Baltic country of Lithuania, 
which occupies Side 1 of this double-sided map. It is bordered by Latvia on its north, the Russian enclave of 
Kalingrad on its southeast, and Poland and Belarus on its south and east. It is now on the front lines of tension 
between Russia and its neighbours, as are all the Baltic states. It is also a valued member of both NATO and the 
EU, and as such is easy to access from either Poland or Latvia. Lithuania fronts on to the Baltic Sea with a major 
port at Klaipeda (formerly Memel), with its capital being Vilnius. Historically, the country has suffered German and 
Russian invasions during the 20th century, the last of which resulted in the country losing its independence 
completely by being absorbed into the Russian Empire in the latter stages of WW2. It regained its independence in 
1991, with the collapse of the USSR and shortly thereafter applied to join both the European Union and NATO. 
Touristically, the main attractions are shown in our Top Attractions listing. Culturally, it is closely associated with 
Scandinavia, especially Finland, and maintains cordial relations with Latvia and Poland. The current war in Ukraine 
has created difficulties entering either Russia or Belarus. Side 2 of the map is an updated map of Latvia, with a 
detailed inset of its capital Riga. This Baltic country is bounded by Lithuania to the south, Estonia to the north, and 
Russia to the east. As all the Baltic states are members of the EU, access by air, ferry, and land are easy. 
Relations with Russia are very tense at the moment, and the border is closed. Historic Riga is the main attraction of 
Latvia, but the region around Cesis has several significant sites of touristic interest, and the cathedral at Rezekne, 
in the east, is well-worth a visit. AVAILABLE 
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Luxembourg/Eastern Belgium Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:200,000 ISBN 9781771294423 UPC 
817712944238 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Luxembourg is the largest of Europe’s mini-states. We have included 
the principality on maps of surrounding countries, as most publishers do, but we felt it was time to concentrate on 
the principality itself and place it into context with its neighbours. Bounded on the west by Belgium, on its east by 
Germany, and its south by France, Luxembourg has survived for centuries by playing off one large power against 
another in order to retain its independence. Largely a French-speaking area, Luxembourg is also a strong supporter 
of the EU. It is a mountainous country, part of the Ardennes region, and close to Bastogne, the focal point of Hitler’s 
last attempt to break the Allies in what is now called the Battle of the Bulge. Bastogne, site of a marvelous WW2 
museum, is also on Side 1, as is a portion of Belgium going as far as Mons. Side 2 concentrates on Belgium east of 
Brussels, with a small portion of Netherlands included. This includes the Brussels region, Antwerp, Leuven, Liege, 
and Aachen, with a tiny portion of Germany. Belgium is a larger and more diverse country than many realize. One 
of the great treasure of eastern Belgium is the cathedral town of Liege, which is known in Flemish as Luik and in 
German as Luttich, which can make finding it a bit challenging, depending upon whose map one is using, or which 
road signs one is following! AVAILABLE 

Mont Blanc & the Alps Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:55,000/1:900,000 ISBN 9781771294812 UPC 
817712948120 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – As far as mountains go, Mont Blanc in France and Italy, forming the 
border between the two countries, with Switzerland nearby, is the best known and most attractive mountain in the 
Alps. The peak itself is far too challenging for most climbers to attempt, but the region is dotted with ski lifts, hiking 
trails in the lower regions, and fascinating scenic villages. Mont Blanc tops out at 4,807.81 metres and is protected 
by Monte Bianco National Park in Italy. There is a long tunnel underneath the mountain joining France (near 
Chamonix) and Italy (near Courmayeur) and a beautiful highway along its western side (the D1506) and in Italy 
along its south side (SS26). There is also a Grande Route long-distance hiking trail that surrounds the mountain. 
We show it in its entirety, including numerous overnight stopping areas, either in towns or in mountain refuges. 
Naturally, skiing is a huge draw, and we include several ski lifts, all rail lines in the region, including the fabulous 
cog line from Chamonix to the Grotte de Glace. The Grande Route trail also passes through Switzerland, and we 
note numerous places to stay in Champex-Lac and La Fouly. The map also includes La Thuile, in Italy, with its 
many hotels, and touches the nearby French resort town of Sixt-Fer-a-Cheval, a name that should entice anyone to 
go and visit. The second side of the map is just as interesting, covering the Alps from Geneva to Zagreb, providing 
drivers with comprehensive coverage of all highways and secondary routes. Rail routes are also emphasized. 
Given its grandiose scale, touristic points are limited to the most important, but numerous camping sites are noted, 
as well as all towns and border crossings, notably with Switzerland. The map has two covers, one favouring Mont 
Blanc and one oriented to the Alps themselves, providing opportunities to market this interesting title to two 
markets. AVAILABLE 
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North & West Vancouver 92G6/7 Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2023 1:50,000 ISBN 9781771298759 UPC 
817712987594 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 – Canada is renowned for its Rocky Mountain chain, but there are 
actually five chains of mountains running through the westernmost province of British Columbia. Vancouver is 
nestled in a fertile river delta formed by the Fraser River and rests on the edge of the Coast Mountain chain. Inside 
the city itself are three mountain peaks that are enjoyed by skiers in the winter and hikers in the summer. 
Collectively, these are known as the Northshore Mountains. Canada, due to its size, is divided into 13,500 map 
rectangles at 1:50,000 scale each for topographic mapping purposes. The Northshore Mountains fill two of them. 
Although all topographic maps have names, due to the enormous number of maps, they are all numbered by the 
Canada Map Office for ease of use. Thus, this map is called 92G6 (North Vancouver) on one side and 92G7 (Port 
Coquitlam) on the other. As this map IS a government topographic map, it shows only whatever information was 
determined by the CMO for inclusion. Coverage on Side 1 is from Bowen Island east to the Second Narrows bridge 
and from the City of Vancouver north to Lions Bay All city streets are shown, but at this scale, are not named. The 
ski resorts on Cypress and Grouse mountains are shown, as is the famous Peaks long-distance hiking trail heading 
north. The second side covers the more easterly Burnaby/Coquitlam/ cities and Mount Seymour Provincial Park 
(the third mountain gracing Vancouver’s Northshore). It also includes Pitt Meadows and several provincial parks 
east of the urban area. This is a re-issue of our earlier map of the same name, with one huge legal difference. All 
Canadian topographic maps are copyright by Her Majesty the Queen in Right of Canada. Of course, Queen 
Elizabeth died late last year, so all new maps must now be copyright of His Majesty King Charles III in Right of 
Canada 2023. This is the very first map ever published under that copyright, and is noted on both sides of the 
sheet, as this map constitutes two separate maps. The map also has two different covers, so can be marketed 
either with a picture of a bus heading for Whistler ski resort about to cross the First Narrows (or Lions) bridge (if you 
look just ahead of the bus you will see crouching lions guarding each side of the roadway), or if one prefers, the 
92G7 side has a lovely picture of one of the many totem poles that grace our city. AVAILABLE 

Norway South/Central Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:800,000 ISBN 9781771295796 UPC 817712957962 
$12.95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 AVAILABLE 

NEW RELEASES JANUARY, 2023 

Bahamas Travel Reference Map 5th Ed. 2022 1:500,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771291057 UPC 
817712910578 13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 AVAILABLE 

Lisbon & Portugal Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:10,000/1:600,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 
9781771294416 UPC 817712944160 $13,95cdn/us E/GBP9.95 AVAILABLE 

Mexico Gulf Coast Travel Reference Map 1st Ed. 2023 1:1,300,000 ISBN 9781771294829 UPC 
817712948298 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 AVAILABLE 

Nepal Travel Reference Map 4th Ed. 2022 1:500,000 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771295765 UPC 
817712957658 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 AVAILABLE 

Patagonia Road/Rail Travel Reference Map 6th Ed. 2023 on waterproof paper ISBN 9781771296281 
817712962812 $14.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 AVAILABLE 

Tahiti & Polynesian Cruising Travel Reference Map 2nd Ed. 2022 1:100,000/1:10,000,000 ISBN 
9781771298025 UPC 817712980250 $13.95cdn/us E/GBP10.90 AVAILABLE 

 


